Study Tips for Math
 
As a subject, math is unique because it deals more with numbers than with language. Let’s take a look at some special study tips just for math.

1.     When copying a problem from your book or the overhead, be sure to get it exactly right. Before you begin solving the problem, double check that you have copied it correctly.
2.     Pay close attention to your teacher as she works through problems in front of the class. Take notes on the steps she goes through and write down the directions.
3.     If you are working on a complex problem, take it one step at a time. Double check the accuracy of each step before you go onto the next.
4.     If you are having trouble with the steps of a process say the steps aloud.
5.     Follow the order of operations when solving problems: parentheses (grouping symbols), exponents, multiply, and divide from left to right, and add and subtract from left to right.
6.     Beware of careless mistakes. Double check the addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division in your work.
7.     Show all you work when solving a problem. This way you’ll be able to check your work more thoroughly and it will be easier to see where you have made a mistake.
8.     Give you answers with the necessary labels or units.
9.     The best way to improve your math skills is through practice. The best way to practice is to do all your homework, and on time, too. Math is the easiest subject to get behind in because the skills you learn one day are based on what you learned the day before.
 
Special Tips for Word Problems
 
1.     Read the problem twice.
2.     Highlight or underline the important parts of the problem, such as the numbers, the facts and any key words.
3.     Decide what steps are required and what operations will be needed for each step. You may need to reread the problem again. Think about the different strategies you’ve learned. Would it help to draw a picture or act it out?
4.     State your answer with the necessary labels or units.
Double check you answer by rereading the problem and checking your math. Is your answer reasonable? Does is make sense?
